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 Chapter Director 

Grand Strand Motorcycle Riders,  Chapter J 

Melissa  Timbs 

Happy New Year Jaybirds! 

We wish you good health and many blessings this new year. 

Hope your Christmas was great and that Santa brought you what you wanted. 

Now for the New Year!  On January 19th we will have a late Lunch / Early Dinner at 3:00 pm at 

Fat Jacks, 353 US 17 BUS, Surfside Beach, SC 29575 (843-238-3355) and on the 25th of      

January, we will visit California Dreaming, 2657 Beaver Run Blvd, Surfside Beach, SC 295775 

(843-215-5255) 6:00 pm. 

Also, on January 20th, the 2nd Annual Kick Off is at Lake Murray Community Center in Lexing-

ton, 1003 St. Peter’s Road, Lexington, SC 29072.  For more information, please see the at-

tached District Newsletter. 

Our gathering for January is Saturday January 13th at 11:00 am at the Family Barn in Surfside 

Beach.  Hope to see you there. 

 

Love, 

Melissa 
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                                                        West Adventure - Part V 
    Breaking camp in Alturas California we headed north into Oregon on US 395. Since we 
needed an Oregon map, we stopped at the Lake County Chamber of Commerce in Lakeview. 
There we met a very nice lady that also rode a motorcycle and had a very nice conversation 
about the state. She also directed us to the local’s diner where we had a very large breakfast 
for very little money! 

    Leaving Lakeview, we followed 395 to Rt. 20. This area is known as the Oregon Outback. It 
is high desert plateau averaging 4000 feet elevation. Mostly cattle ranches and wide-open 
space. Ended the day with 320 miles and was still in Oregon.  

    Leaving the campground in Vale, Oregon we followed US 20. According to Wikipedia US 
Route 20 is the longest road in the United States at 3,365 miles. Crossing Idaho on 20 was 
more high desert. It may be desert but not deserted as there were many cow ranches and 
irrigated hay fields. It takes a pile of hay to feed all the cows when winter comes to the high 
plains. After a stop at Craters of the Moon National Monument we arrived at Valley View 
Campground in Island Park, Idaho which is near the west entrance to Yellowstone National 
Park.   433 miles.  

    Next day we toured Yellowstone. Considering that it was mid-July the crowds weren’t too 
bad. We got right through the gate and into the park. One thing that we noticed was the lack 
of wildlife, not just in the park but on the whole trip. The introduction of wolves into the 
park surely has an effect on numbers and the hard winter with deep snow reportedly caused 
a large die off all over the west. We exited the park at the northeast entrance and did see a 
lot of buffalo in that area. 

    Leaving Yellowstone, we crossed the Beartooth Highway which was a very scenic ride over 
the mountains and ended in Cody, Wyoming where we took a rest day and played tourist in 
town.   275 miles. 

    From Cody we were on the home stretch. Crossing Wyoming and trying to keep off of the 
interstate we missed a turn and ended up on a 18 mile dirt road! Talk about desolate, finally 
saw some ranches and knew we were saved! Came out right at a gas station back on our 
original route. Next night was spent at the Black Hills/Deadwood KOA. Went into town to 
look around a bit. Ended that day with 400 miles.                                
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Next day required a stop in Sturgis, SD for rally shirts then ended the day in Minnesota 
since we needed to snag that state.   431 miles. 

    Next day we made it to Hannibal, Missouri and stayed at Woodsy Acres Campground. 
This campground was a real no frills place! I called it a “hillbilly campground”. The sink in 
the bath house was a large, galvanized wash tub and the urinal was a large, galvanized 
funnel! And since the owners were heading into town when we arrived, we ended up 
leaving our payment in a coffee can by the office next morning because we left early. 
Longest day, 527 miles. 

    The next two days were just traveling to get home with 510 miles and 437 miles. So 
ended a great trip and great adventure. We had good weather with rain to start the trip 
and rain on the next to last day. The temperatures were moderate with no real hot temps 
for July. The trip total miles were 7600 and we visited 19 states and camped all but two 
nights. I figured I spent about $1800 but the memories are priceless. 

 

Richard Kitko EWMA Safety/Ride Coordinator 
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Skills Training 
    As we approach the New Year now is a good time to think about brushing up on some 
of your riding skills. As we age, and as the weather gets colder and we ride less, our riding 
skills get rusty. Add to the fact that the most training that we had when starting riding was 
“here is the throttle, here is the clutch, here is the shifter and here is the rear brake. Don’t 
use the front brake because it will put you over the handlebars “. How did we ever survive 
this long with training like that? 

    Now with cooler weather here it is a good time to find a vacant lot and do some prac-
tice. Even a short ride to a lot to do some practice gets you out on the bike. Any ride is a 
good ride! 

    There are several places to get ideas for training. The EWMA website has many parking 
lot diagrams to set up practice. YouTube has many videos, type in ‘motorcycle training’. 
Ride Like a Pro Jerry Palladino has many good videos as well as others to get ideas from. 
And if any Chapter would like and can find a lot to use, I can look at setting up a PLP, Park-
ing Lot Practice. 

    I have noticed that my U-turns aren’t as smooth as they used to be. So, it’s time for me 
to go to the local school that has a good lot and spend some time honing my skills to be 
ready for nice weather riding. 

    Remember “practice makes perfect”. 

 

Richard Kitko  EWMA Safety/Ride Coordinator 



January Celebrations 

Birthdays 

Melissa Timbs   1/5 

Judy Dunaway  1/14 

Kathy Anderson  1/18 

Thelbert Cooper  1/18 

Jeff Adams   1/22 

Anniversaries 

Louis & Wynonia Chinetti  1/22 

Dan & Veronica Gilbert  1/26 

 

Please submit your birthday’s and anniversaries to Dave Timbs 

(datimbs@gmail.com) so we can ensure we do not miss anyone.   



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 
 
New Year’s Day 

2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

 

SC-J Meeting 

14 15 
 

MLK  
Birthday 

16 17 18 19 

 

Lunch/Bunch 

20 

 

SC District 
Kick-Off 

21 22 23 24 25 

 

SC-J 

Dinner Social 

26 27 

28 29 30 31    

       

What’s Happening? 
 January 2024 

1 January 2024:  New Year’s Day (Holiday) 

13 January 2024:  Chapter J Gathering (Meeting), Family Barn Restaurant, 700 US-17 BUS, 
Myrtle Beach (Surfside Beach) SC 29575.  We eat at 11:00 am and, meet at 12:00 pm.  

15 January 2024:  Martin Luther King’s Birthday (Holiday) 

19 January 2024: SC-J Lunch-Bunch,  Fat Jacks, 353 US 17 BUS, Surfside Beach, SC 29575 
(843-238-3355), 3:00 pm 

20 January 2024:  2nd Annual Kick Off is at Lake Murray Community Center in Lexington, 
1003 St. Peter’s Road, Lexington, SC 29072.   

25 January 2024: SC-J Dinner Social, California Dreaming, 2657 Beaver Run Blvd, Surfside 
Beach, SC 295775 (843-215-5255) 6:00 pm. 
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